					June 16th, 2026
		
The Franklin Township Supervisors met on the above date at the Franklin Township Administration Building located at 889 Fairyland Road.  Township Officials present were Supervisors Fred Kemmerer Jr., and Leroy Kemmerer, as well as Assistant Secretary-Treasurer Elizabeth Grodis.  A list of others in attendance is attached to the Minute Book.  Supervisor Fred Kemmerer called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m., and led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.  

Approval of Minutes

Having received no additions or corrections, Fred Kemmerer Jr. made a motion approving the minutes of the May 19th 2026 Township Meeting.  Leroy Kemmerer seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Secretary’s Report 
	
Fred Kemmerer made a motion approving the Secretary’s Report. Leroy Kemmerer seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report – 

Fred Kemmerer Jr. moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Leroy Kemmerer seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Zoning Report- 

Zoning Officer Jim Macort submitted his report for May 2026. Fred Kemmerer Jr. moved to accept the Zoning Report.  Leroy Kemmerer seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

UCC Building Code Official – 

Received report for May 2026. Fred Kemmerer Jr. moved to accept the UCC Building Report. Leroy Kemmerer seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Fire Chief’s Report – 

Received the May, 2026 report for the Franklin Township Volunteer Fire Company, as well as for the Fire Police.  Copies are on file. Fred Kemmerer Jr. moved to accept both reports. Leroy Kemmerer seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Police Reports – Received report from 05/10/2026 – 06/06/2026. Fred Kemmerer made a motion to accept the police report and noted that there were 201 calls responded too. Leroy Kemmerer seconded this motion. Motion carried unanimously.



Road Crew Report - No report.

Central Carbon Municipal Authority 

Received minutes from the May 18th 2026 Meeting. Fred Kemmerer Jr. made a motion approving the minutes of the May 18th 2026 Meeting.  Leroy Kemmerer seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Planning Commission - No minutes received for the month of May 2026. No Report Given. 

Communications - None

Citizen Participation

	Jill Renfrew had asked why no Road Crew Report as well as why there were no minutes presented from the Planning Commission meeting. Fred Kemmerer Jr. responded to the Road Crew Report, that there was an emergency fix. Fred Kemmerer Jr. followed up briefly on this fix, stating though that was no excuse not to present a report and this would be addressed.  In response to the Planning Commission Minutes, Elizabeth Grodis and Fred Kemmerer Jr. stated they would follow up on this first thing. Jill Renfrew also asked why the Treasurer’s Report was accepted. Fred Kemmerer Jr. said for the budget, projects and such, were budgeted for as they were anticipated to happen this year. Fred Kemmerer Jr. also mentioned that they utilized the trailer. Leroy Kemmerer Jr. added to this mention stating that with all the potholes, black topping, and the tar/chip, all the road anticipated this year, short term this trailer would be beneficial to all those short-term potholes and projects. 

Christine Green briefly inquired about an employee who remained enrolled in the medical insurance plan longer than intended. Fred Kemmerer explained that when both secretaries assumed their positions in January of this year, there was a learning curve associated with the transition. Once the oversight was identified, it was promptly addressed and corrected. The employee was subsequently removed from the plan, and full reimbursement was made for all medical insurance premiums that had been paid on the employee's behalf during that period.

	Rod Green raised concerns regarding personal vehicles being worked on within the maintenance building. Fred Kemmerer responded that the matter had already been addressed and emphasized the importance of maintaining the integrity of the Township's facilities and operations. This concern is closely related to Item #4 under New Business on this month’s agenda. Ensuring employee safety is in the best interests of everyone involved, and implementing appropriate policies and procedures will help promote a safe and professional working environment.

Chris Green inquired about a rumor regarding garbage collection services in Parryville and whether Franklin Township would be assuming responsibility for that township. Fred Kemmerer Jr. responded that, to his knowledge, Waste Management (WM) has taken over garbage collection services for Parryville. He also stated that he believes Towamensing Township has assumed responsibility for collection services within Towamensing Trails. No further discussion or action was taken on the matter.

	Chris Green inquired whether livestream recordings of Township meetings are retained and available through a Right-to-Know request. Fred Kemmerer Jr. responded that the official record of Township meetings is maintained through the approved meeting minutes, which serve as the Township’s permanent record of proceedings. No further discussion was held on the matter.

New Business

1. Brian Gaze, representing Market Hill Estates, submitted a request for an extension, along with five associated waiver requests, all of which were recommended for approval. Fred Kemmerer Jr. stated that he would be more comfortable proceeding after reviewing the Planning Commission meeting minutes. Following discussion, Fred Kemmerer Jr. made a motion to approve the extension through December 31, 2026. Leroy Kemmerer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

2. Fred Kemmerer Jr. made a motion to accept Rudelitch’s lot line adjustment plan. Leroy Kemmerer seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

3. Kevin Hoffman, representing Kruger/Crabtree, briefly discussed the subdivision plan with the Board of Supervisors. Mr. Hoffman explained that the primary issue involves driveway access for Parcel A and Parcel B. He also noted that a Highway Occupancy Permit (HOP) application has been submitted and requested conditional approval of the plan. Mr. Hoffman stated that the Board granted a 90-day extension in April, extending the review deadline to July 8, 2026. He further explained that no changes are being proposed to the existing driveway configuration, which will continue to serve the three proposed lots as originally designed. Fred Kemmerer Jr. suggested granting a short extension but expressed that he would be more comfortable acting with Township Engineer Greg Haas present to ensure all necessary information is available and reviewed. Tom Nanovic noted that a special meeting is already anticipated to be held later in the month and suggested placing the matter on that agenda, as the Township Engineer would already be in attendance. Fred Kemmerer Jr. agreed that this approach would be preferable. It was noted that the special meeting will be scheduled prior to June 30, 2026. Fred Kemmerer Jr. made a motion to table this until the special meeting is held. Leroy Kemmerer seconded the motion. 

4. Motion to approve a camera for the garage maintenance building. Fred Kemmerer c hanged this motion to approve quotes to be submitted. Leroy Kemmerer made a motion to approve. Fred Kemmerer Jr seconded this motion. Motion carried unanimously.

5. Fred Kemmerer Jr. made a motion to approve the hiring of Employee # 141 from Part-Time to Full-Time status at a rate of $18.00 an hour with a .72 cent increase upon successful completion of the six (6) month probationary period. Leroy Kemmerer seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

6. Fred Kemmerer Jr. made a motion to approve the hiring of Employee # 143 and # 144 both being considered a Full-Time employee at a rate of $18.00 an hour with a .72 cent increase upon successful completion of the six (6) month probationary period. Leroy Kemmerer seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

7. A motion was presented to approve the Franklin Township Fire Police assisting the Lehighton Fire Police with traffic control for designated events. During discussion, Fred Kemmerer Jr. noted that the event scheduled for October 24th should be reviewed further, as there is a possibility that it may be a for-profit event. Additional clarification will be sought before approval is considered for that specific event. On the following dates Fred Kemmerer Jr made a motion to approve. 

July 4th – July 4th Block Party 
September 26th – Lehighton’s 250th parade
October 17th - Halloween Parade 

Leroy Kemmerer seconded this motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Citizen’s Questions

	Rick Stover discussed a quote received from BerkOne regarding the digitization and shredding of Township records. Fred Kemmerer Jr. stated that once an accurate inventory of record boxes has been completed and additional research has been conducted regarding records management and archival retention, the Township will revisit the project. At that time, an updated quote will be requested from BerkOne, along with additional proposals from other qualified vendors for comparison.

	Jill Renfrew inquired about the purpose of the upcoming special meeting. Fred Kemmerer Jr. responded that the meeting is related to the Phifer’s Luxury Apartments project. He stated that the developer and the Township have reached an agreement and are equally acting in good faith, and additional details will be provided as they become available.

Questions from the Press - None
                                                
Fred Kemmerer Jr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  Leroy Kemmerer seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


Respectfully Submitted,


                                                  			Elizabeth Grodis, Asst. Secretary-Treasurer                 


